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Dear students and families, 

 

I am writing to invite you to begin planning for child’s learning in 2019.  The 

College provides students with a meaningful opportunity to direct their own 

learning journey.  We encourage you to sit as a family and plan a learning 

pathway that best suits the students’ learning interests and goals.  Students 

will be provided with support at school too.  Homeroom teachers will meet 

with students to discuss their choices and more detailed counselling is 

available upon request. 

You will notice that the College is making less reference to year levels in this 

booklet.  Subjects that used to be called ‘Year 7’ are now called ‘Entry’ and 

subjects that once were ‘Year 8 &9’ are now called Consolidating.  This is a 

deliberate shift in language.  Students will still be placed in homegroups by 

year level.  However moving forward, students will be able to accelerate their 

learning in particular fields, regardless of their age or year level.  A new layer 

of subjects called ‘Excellence’ is being introduced in 2019 in selected learning 

areas. 

Please ensure that the coloured subject selection form is returned to the 

College by either: 

- Dropping into the learning centre 

- Leaving at the office of either campus 

It is imperative that the forms are returned by Friday, 26th October at 4:00pm.  

If you have any questions regarding this booklet, subject selection or anything 

regarding secondary schooling at the College please contact either one of us.  

Kindest regards, 

       

Nick Keating      Laura Monks 

Leading Teacher – Years 7-9    Team Leader – Years 7-9 
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Your Curriculum Explained 

At Baden Powell College, we value a student’s ability to make choices about their 

own learning.  The College has developed an extensive choice-based curriculum, 

where students are encouraged to explore areas of passion, interest and strength.  

No two students are alike, so it makes sense that no two students would complete 

the same learning program. 

Students and families are encouraged to work together to plan for learning.  

Teachers are able to provide support and advice in the process of choosing subjects. 

 

Early Starts and Late Finishes  

The College is excited to introduce an option for students to control their hours at 

school.  In conjunction with choosing their subjects, students are able to make either 

of the following adjustments to their learning: 

Early Start – Students would come to school and begin their first class of the day at 

7:25am.  They would be able to leave the school at 1:10pm.  This would be the case 

on Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays.  On Mondays and Wednesdays, school hours 

would be normal. 

Late Finish – Students would come to school and begin their first class of the day at 

9:55am.  They would have their last class of the day finish at 4:20pm.  This would be 

the case on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays.  On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, school 

hours would be normal. 

Please Note – No student is forced to choose either of these options.  Students may 

choose to complete classes within the current timeframe from 8:45am to 3:00pm. 
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Specific Subject Advice 

Year 8 

Year 8 students in 2019 are required to complete a Core English, Core Maths and 
Core Science.  Students can choose the remaining subjects.  The only College 
recommendation is that students make two PE choices in the year. 

 

Year 9 

Year 9 students in 2019 are required to complete a Core English and Core Maths.  
Students can choose the remaining subjects.  The only requirement is that students 
make at least one Science choice and one PE choice throughout the year. 

 

What is an Excellence subject? 

Excellence subjects are year-long studies that provide students the opportunity 

to pursue mastery in their area of choice.  Each Excellence subject has a set of 

prerequisites (tasks or prior learning that is required) before a student will be 

accepted.  Students who wish to pursue an Excellence subject must collect an 

application form from the Learning Centre.  Excellence subjects are available 

to Year 8 and 9 students, provided they meet the prerequisites. 

 

Can I complete subjects a second time? 

Because of the individualised way that some subjects have been taught, there 

are some subjects that students could choose to take a second time.  Students 

and staff will negotiate the individual learning goals of students who are 

studying a subject for the second time.  If you would like to extend your 

learning in the same subject, please label this subject on your selection form 

with the number 2 in a circle. 

 

Is there a requirement for me to complete one subject from each learning 

area? 

The advice provided by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

states that each school should provide sufficient learning opportunities in the 

eight curriculum areas for every student.  

If a student at Baden Powell College chooses not to participate in an entire 

learning area for a consecutive period of two years, the College would seek 

explicit consent from the family and the Principal.  If this affects you, your 

teachers will be in touch before the end of the school year. 
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Exploring Imaginary Worlds 

‘Logic will take you from A to B… But imagination will take you 

everywhere’ (Albert Einstein). This subject will allow you to explore 
your creative nature through a variety of formats including picture 
fiction, graphic novels, poetry, lyrics and creative writing. In this class, 
you will learn the skills needed to take your ideas and imagination and 

turn them into something wonderful.  
 

The Truth is Stranger Than Fiction 
Oscar Wilde once said: ‘The truth is rarely pure and never simple,’ but 
in The Truth Is Stranger Than Fiction it is! Television, news reports, 

magazine articles and blogs are examples of media that communicate 
information that influences what we know and how we interact with 
our world. In this elective, you will have the opportunity to develop 
the skills required to critically analyse media and create a vast array of 
informative texts. 

 

Proving the Power of Persuasion 
To be persuasive, we must be believable. To be believable, we must be 
credible. To be credible, we must be honest (Edward R Murrow). 
Are you passionate about presenting a point of view and refuting 
the arguments of others? Would you like to develop your skills in 
carefully crafting exposition and discussion texts? If so, then Proving 
the Power of Persuasion is the subject for you! 
You will gain experience in debating, forming arguments, using 

persuasive techniques and moving audiences with the power of your words.   

 

Film Study 

“We don’t make movies to make money, we make money to make 

more movies.” ― Walt Disney 

On-screen entertainment begins with understanding the big picture. 
Unlike literature, film incorporates audio-visual elements and therefore 
introduces a new dimension to our understandings. Think of all the 
things that make up a scene in a film: the actors, the lighting, the 
angles, the colours. They are deliberate choices on the part of the 
director, producer, or screenwriter. Most people enjoy films; most are 

happy to make claims about how they make us feel and what we think about them. Film Study 
urges us to move beyond this and to ask how and why films make us feel the way that they do, and 
why we think some films are better than others.  It requires that we move beyond the story and 
look rather at the form of the film – how it is put together 

This subject will definitely appeal to any and all of you who love to watch movies and discuss them. 

 

Technical Maths 
Maths can be one of those pursuits where a little extra time can get 
great results quickly.  Join this class if you’re finding it difficult to reach 
the growth you desire.  This class provides you with extra support to 
learn the mathematical skills you need to progress.   
Taking up Technical Maths would give you the opportunity to engage in 
some hands-on learning experiences that will boost your knowledge of various 

mathematical concepts from Number & Algebra, Measurement & Geometry and Statistics & 
Probability. 
On top of these hands-on learning experiences, you will have the opportunity to receive some extra 
1:1 assistance with your Maths Pathway. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18066240.Walt_Disney
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Measure Twice, Cut Once 

Are you looking at going into a trade when you finish school? 
Ever wondered how builders just know where to put the frames to 
make sure the house doesn’t fall down? Or how to create a cabinet 
that fits a TV?  This subject will provide you with a basic understanding 
of the different mathematical concepts used in different trades.  

 

Kick Off 
Do you love sport, playing sport, watching sport or 
following sport? Like it or not, there’s maths behind 
understanding the art of playing and following 
different sports and teams.  Through this subject you 

will be able to follow your favourite sport or sporting 
team and identify some of the key statistics that go 
along with this team.  You will be involved in collecting 
and analysing your own data.  

 

Like a Boss 
Are you ready to be your own boss? 
Learn how to set up and run a successful business.  In this class, you’ll 
learn how to create a business, hire employees, use programs such as 
Excel, calculate the percentage mark up/mark down and hopefully 
generate a profit! 

 

Show Me the Money! 
Money doesn’t grow on trees …. Or can it? How can you get 
the most out of your money? 
Learn what money is, how it works and most importantly, 
learn how to make it work for you.  This subject covers topics 
and skills that will guide you to make the most of your 
money, now and in the future.  This subject takes a deeper 
look into budgeting, saving and spending, interest and 
loans.  

 

Psychology 101 
Learn about the most complex and interesting operating system in the world - your BRAIN and 

how it all works!   
How did Ivan Pavlov make those dogs drool at every ring of a single bell? Do 

you wonder how is it that you remember how to spell so many different words? 
Do you remember how you felt the first time you learnt to ride a bike, got a pair 
of kicks? Why do athletes like Usain Bolt mentally visualise their wins and how 
does this affects their performance? Why do adults take less risks than 
adolescents? Do you wonder how serial killers’ minds work? How often do you 
hear about the term mental illness - what does it really mean?   
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Sociology 101 
Who is to blame for today’s insane beauty standards? 
Are women less privileged in today’s society than men? 
To what extent does our social class background affect our life 

chances? 
Sociology: the study of the development, structure, and functioning of 
human society. The study of patterns of social relationships, interaction 
and culture. The study of social class, religion, race, wealth, law, 
sexuality, gender, age and disability.  
There are over 7.6 billion people living in 195 countries on 7 continents. There are over 6500 
different languages spoken today. There are hundreds, possibly thousands of different religions.  
Of all the differences in food, dress, language, traditions and religions, what do we all have in 
common? You can learn how humans live in different parts of the world, why they live where they 
live and what pressures and problems occur when there are too many people in one place.  
Sociology focuses on the organisation of social life. It looks at how people’s lives are influenced by 

their opportunities and experiences; and the impact that people have on society through taking 
action and creating change. Sociology is diverse and covers all aspects of social life and human 
behaviour. Critical thinking. Dynamics of power. Inequality in everyday life. This is the study of 
society.  

 

Electricity and Electrical Devices  
Electricity is one of our most important forms of energy. Learn about how it is 
generated and how it can be used to power motors, lights and other devices. In 
this unit you will learn about circuits and make working models powered by 
electricity. 
 

 

Forensic Science 
Do you think you can solve murder mysteries? Are you a critical thinker 
and team player?   
A mysterious body has been unearthed from the campus schoolyard- 
how long has it been there? A telephone has disappeared from a 
student’s bag, but a clue has been left behind, someone’s broken into 
your classroom, fingerprints have been found, can you work out whom 
they belong to?  
Perform examinations, interpret and present evidence, critically analyse statistics and theories on 

crime hot spots, profile, and showcase your courtroom skills. 

 

Disease and Medicine 
Your body has been fighting for survival since the day you were 
born! Your immune system managed to keep you alive for 14 years.. 

Do you wonder if what you’re eating can make you sick? Can your 
environment really cause disease? Do you want to know why you 
have to be immunised?  
This course will involve project based learning. You can choose an 
area of interest to study on your own or in a group, and perhaps 

even find a treatment, cure or prevent illness in others.  
 

Engineering & Simple Machines  
Engage in the world of practical physics by exploring how simple machines can 
be used in increasing or decreasing forces, speeds and distances. In this unit you 
will learn about the types of simple machines and use engineering skills to make 
models. 
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Applied Chemistry 
Chemistry is the study of matter. Where do we find chemistry in our 
lives?  Is there chemistry in food?  Is there chemistry in detergents? Is 
there chemistry that goes on inside our bodies? Explore these 

questions and more in applied chemistry.  

 

Animal Studies 

What is the difference between a dog and a cat, a fish and a snake or a mollusc 
and a crustacean? In this course you can learn about the biology of animals. 
You can learn how they survive in the wild, or what they need to be cared for 
as pets or farm animals. If you are interested in veterinary science this is an 
opportunity for you to learn about the common diseases of animals, and how 
they are treated with medicine or surgery.  
This course will be a mixture of taught lessons and project based learning. 

 

Weird Science 
Weird science focuses on learning about how science affects our daily lives in 
and around our homes. It will focus on areas such as cooking, beauty products, 
and science in our daily lives in general. This unit has an emphasis on 
investigating small ideas about science and your home and contains lots of 
experiments and demonstrations to explain how science in our homes works.  

 

The Living Earth 
The Living Earth looks at how our planet constantly changes and the 
forces acting upon it and their impact on our world as we know it. Ideas 
such as how continents are formed and destroyed, and how volcanic 
eruptions can influence our weather patterns that create extinctions and 
or ice ages are key ideas of this course. 

 

Soccer 
3.2 billion people tuned in to the most recent version of the World 
Cup, seeing France outscore Croatia in a high-scoring affair.  It’s easy 
to see why this engrossing spectacle is so attractive to so many 

participants, both in Australia and worldwide.  This unit will provide 
opportunities to develop skills in the game, as well as the potential for 
sports management, coaching and history to those who are 
interested.   

 

Nets and Racquets 
For those of you who like to be on just one side of the court, this one is for 
you.  This unit includes all physical sports involving nets and racquets, such as 
tennis, badminton, volleyball, red tennis, squash and ping pong.  This unit will 
provide opportunities to develop skills in the game, as well as the potential for 
sports management, coaching and history to those who are interested.  People of 
all abilities are welcome, from first-time serve-and-volleyers to everyday setters and 
diggers. 

 

Self Defence 
Whether you are faced with a confronting situation or not, the ability to control 
your actions is vital. Self defence will not only provide you with practical skills to 
ensure you can maintain your safety, it will also explore ways to avoid physical 
confrontations during a conflict. As a student in the Self Defence class you will 
investigate the history of self defence, examine your own reactions to stressful 

situations and develop the capacity to make positive choices. 
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Team Sports 
If you find it difficult to commit, then this one’s for you.  Basketball, netball, 
soccer, cricket, lacrosse, hockey, volleyball, baseball … the list goes on.  This 
unit is designed for those who would be keen to develop their own abilities 

to work within a team environment.  Opportunities for leadership, game 
development and coaching will be offered to those interested.   

 

Learn to Swim 
Swimming is one of Australia's most popular past times. Every person in 

Australia should be able to enjoy some of the most beautiful beaches in the 
world, some of the great rivers or even just the old fashioned backyard pool. 
Want to learn to swim in a safe and friendly environment? Swimming skills 
are fundamental to every individual’s safety and overall. 

 

Netball 
The fast-paced and addictive game of netball has become one of Australia’s 
favourite pastimes, with over 360 000 people participating in games every 
year.  This unit will explore the tactics, gameplay, preparation and fitness 
required to develop into a star player.  Opportunities for sports coaching, 
management and history will be included in the unit.  This choice subject will 
cater for netballers of all abilities, from weekend team captains to first-time 
shooters.  

 

Gymnastics 
Gymnastics is a sport that requires balance, strength, flexibility, agility, 
coordination and endurance, whilst allowing you to explore your creative side. 
Whether it be balancing on the beam, doing tuck jumps or flipping you are 
bound to have a great time!  
Creating routines, developing resilience, building relationships and teaching 
others are just a few of the things that will ensure you walk out of gymnastics 

with a smile on your dial. 

 

Basketball 
Ball is life! Now is time is to find out why the basketball phenomenon has taken 
over world. Now is the time to find out why over 20 million people worldwide 

tune in every week to watch the game’s pinnacle competition, the NBA. This 
unit will examine everything from tactics and gameplay, physical preparation, 
coaching, management and the history of basketball across world.  This choice 
subject will cater to basketballers of all abilities and interests, from avid weekend 
warriors to ball-curious fans. 

 

AFL 
Australia’s native sport, the sport founded in Melbourne, the sport that turns normal, calm people 

into wild and passionate supporters, Australian Rules Football is ‘our’ sport. 
Being able to run as far as a marathon runner, lift as much as weightlifter, 
have the flexibility of a gymnast, Aussie Rules players are the supreme 
athlete. Throughout this subject, you will be engrossed in the sport that was 
made for people from all different backgrounds to suit the modern Australia.    
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A Walk in the Park 
Some like to gain their fitness in a more casual setting, 
relaxing and enjoying the weather and friends.  If you’re 
interested in a more relaxed approach to personal health, 

this unit is for you.  Students will explore pursuits such as 
recreational walking, bocce, yoga and pilates.  The unit 
provides an opportunity to pursue areas of interest such as community health, personal health and 
world health trends. 

 

Fitness 101 
Not everybody loves running around a court or field chasing balls, shooting hoops 
or catching.  If that’s you and you’re keen to pursue your own personal fitness, this 
unit is for you. Studies show that increased physical fitness can lead to 
improvements in all aspects of life, such as brain development, heart health and 
improved performance in specific sporting pursuits.  This unit caters for all ability 
levels, from weekend body-builders to first-time health enthusiasts. 

 

Women in Sport 
This is a girls only class.  Playing sports and being active is more important than 
ever, however it is not always an experience you want it to be. Whether it is 
because of the sports or activities that are played in PE or the rapid development 
of others, there is a glaring drop off in Girls engagement in Physical Education 
classes in the secondary school. If you are after something different, something 
where you can lead, work together and have fun perhaps this is the class for 
you. We will listen to you, we will encourage you to be active and engaged in 

sport the way you want it.  
 

Outdoor Education 
Some of us just love to be outside.  Australia enjoys one of the best arrays of 
national and state parks in the world, from the magic of the Twelve Apostles 

and the Great Ocean Walk to the natural flora and fauna of Wilson’s 
Promontory.  This unit will explore the geographic features of the great state of 
Victoria, as well as exploring contemporary issues such as waste management, 
conservation and animal endangerment.  Students will have the opportunity 
to develop fitness in a unique setting, such as hiking, bushwalking, rock 
climbing and overnight camps.  This unit will incur an extra cost to families.   

 

Coaching & Sports Management 
Wayne Bennett.  Kevin Sheedy.  Lisa Alexander.  Sir Don Bradman.  What do 
these people have in common? They were all instrumental sports coaches 
and managers.  All organised games need dedicated coaches and 
administrators and the industry employs 220 000 people across Australia - 
this doesn’t include the 1.8 million who volunteer their time every year!  If 
you’re passionate about exploring a career in the sports industry, this unit 
will give you a taster of what the industry is like. 

 

Health & Nutrition 
Be part of a revolution to make Australia healthy again! 
After years of unhealthy diets, misconceptions and 
struggles with temptation we need to make a change.  
Eating a balanced diet is vital for good health and 

wellbeing. Food provides our bodies with the energy, 
protein, essential fats, vitamins and minerals to live, grow 
and function properly. We need a wide variety of different 
foods to provide the right amounts of nutrients for good 
health. 
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Rugby 

Rugby League, Union and 7’s have been booming in Australia. With the high-
speed action of 7’s, the tactics of Union and the precision of League, Rugby 
has something for everyone.  
Not only will you pass, kick and tackle you will be absorbed in rivalries from 
near and afar, immersed with passionate fans and entertained by the big 
personalities such as Billy Slater, Israel Falou or Nick ‘The Honey Badger’ 
Cummins.   

 

Athletics 
Athletics is all just running, jumping and throwing. You will build 
competence and confidence, empowering you to not only build a love 
for athletics but also allow you to run for quicker and longer, jump 
higher, throw further in your team sports. The focus on fun and fitness 
will see you reach heights that you never dreamed of.  
You will be able to explore the origins of athletic events or the science 
behind being a world-class athlete. 

 

Sports Science 
As you sat and watched Usain Bolt run the 100m sprint in 9.58secs to 
break the world record, did you sit there and wonder “how on earth 
did he just do that?”  Sports Science will uncover sports' greatest 

triumphs, its biggest myths and mysteries through the use cutting-
edge technology to measure everything from momentum, friction 
and the laws of gravity. All of a sudden this unit will set you on a path 

to use science to become the next Lebron James. 

 

Alternative Sports 
Are you sick and tired of the traditional sports? Do you want to be risk 
taking? Want to be the next ‘X games’ star? 
In Alternative sports you can see courage it takes to ride a bike full speed 
down a mountain, the skill and coordination it takes to ride a skateboard, 
the strength it takes to climb up a rock face or how to play a team sports 
that you have never even heard of. If you are looking for something that is 
not your average PE experience this subject will most certainly not 
disappoint. 

 

Aerobics 
This is a Zumba type of class with focus on getting fit by having fun. This class is 
perfect for people that like to exercise to music. It is a class that has an 
energetic atmosphere but at the same time will build up your cardio and 
stamina. You will be expose to Latin music including Salsa, Merengue, Cha Cha 
Cha and Samba.  

 

Music Industry 
In Music Industry, students will learn hands on aspects of organizing and 
managing events to do with school performances: School Concert, Arts 
Showcase and Christmas Carols. They will learn about health and safety, 

acoustics, sound mixing and recording, copyright and songwriting, band 
management and performance craft.  

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj2orz3hqjdAhWCAIgKHZ2nDvwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://fr.123rf.com/photo_33782857_les-jeunes-hommes-et-femmes-qui-dansent-la-chor%C3%A9graphie-moderne-des-groupes-%C3%A0-l-%C3%A9cole-de-danse.html&psig=AOvVaw0vLJoGpN93JLzEfkcg8T5H&ust=1536380704422836
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Instrumental Music 
Students will learn about developing skills in playing an instrument in solo and 
group settings. They will learn how to understand, read and write music they 
play and perform music to an audience for assessment.  

 
 

 

2D Design 
World art. Textiles. Art history. Mix media art. Collage. Printmaking. Street art. 

Community art 
The 2D Design Elective is an engaging program in which you will learn about 
the Elements and Principles of Art and their influence in the creation of artworks. 
You will explore art styles and artwork by various artists. You can look at Colour 
Wheel theory and experimented with colours to understand hue, tint, tone and 
shade. You will explore various hands-on activities to study still-life and 
portraiture drawing. You will contribute in displaying street artwork within the 
school grounds, as a collaborative piece alongside your peers. You will also be 

involved in community arts events, in partnership with the Wyndham council.  

 

3D Design 

Sculpture. Ceramics. Textiles. Art history. Mix media art. Collage Street 
art 

In 3D Design, you can learn about the Elements and Principles of Art and 
their influence in the creation of 3D artworks. Installation art, sculptures, 
murals and 3D collages will be presented to gain some understanding behind 
the Element of 3D. You will have opportunities to design, create and produce 
artwork, using Elements of art. You will be given opportunities to explore 
various hands-on activities to study mix media art, sculpture and ceramics. 

You will work along-side your peers to display street artwork within the 
school grounds. You will also be involved in community arts events, in 
partnership with the Wyndham Council. 

 

Photography 
In Photography, you will develop a greater understanding of camera basics 
using a digital camera. What makes a great photo are explored in depth 
using historical and contemporary images. You will be given opportunities 
to develop art language to criticise a variety of images. You will be taken 

through a number of exercises to look at equipment, processes and 
technical skills involved in digital photography and appropriate software to 
manipulate photos. The class will have the opportunity to explore the 

school community and outer areas of the school community. 

 

Visual Communication & Design 
Visual communication and product design seeks to educate student’s visual and 
creative abilities. Students will gain an understanding into the many different 
methods of communicating and how this can be adapted and interpreted. The 
course will develop students’ critical eye for design, confidence in their aesthetic 
judgement and ability to respond to a design situation. Throughout the semester 
students will develop their freehand sketching, use drawing equipment to produce 
graphical drawings and be introduced to graphical software to design unique products. They will 
design and produce unique products such as a skateboard deck. 
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Marvellous Mosaics 
Are you interested in colour, design and expressing your artistic 
individuality? If so, Marvellous Mosaics will be the subject for you! In this 
subject you will learn about the history of this ancient art where small 

pieces of materials such as ceramic tile, glass, beads and stone are placed 
together to create an image. You will examine some of the most famous 
examples of mosaics across the world and will develop your ability to use 
a variety of tools to cut, shape and place materials. Best of all, you will be 

able to create a mosaic design of your very own!  

 

Drama & Stage 
Students will learn the craft of acting through various genres of comedy and 
drama. They will learn scripts for a performance and write and act their own 
comedy scenes for assessment. They will learn about various styles of drama: 
monologues, melodrama, satire and parody.  

 

Dance 
If you would like a career in dance, or have an interest in 
learning about different types of dance, this is the subject 
for you. You will learn dance styles including: Hip Hop, 
Salsa, Merengue, Zumba and Bollywood. 

You will have fun, while developing team skills and 
perseverance.  You will also have the opportunity to 
participate in dance competitions and community events. 

 

Economics & Small Business 
Do you think that you might want to operate a small business, 
help administer a sporting club, or just manage your finances 
efficiently in your future? 

If so, this is the course for you. 

This course will look at how you can successfully develop and 
manage a small business or administer a sporting club. We will 
look at personal money management so you can achieve your 
goals in life such as housing, cars, and travel. 

The course covers the following areas… 

 Setting personal financial goals 

 How to develop a business idea into reality. 

 How to market your small business or club to potential customers. 

 Social media as a marketing and communication tool. 

 Legal requirements of operating a small business or sporting club. 

 How to select and manage your employees. 

 How to deal with Banks and financial institutions to get loans. 

 How to assess your success or otherwise. 
Other issues as they arise in the course. 
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Crime & Punishment 
“When a man is denied the right to live the life he believes in, he 

has no choice but to become an outlaw.”  ― Nelson Mandela 

Criminal justice is the system in which crimes and criminals are 
detected, apprehended, tried and punished. In this unit you'll 
explore how criminal justice systems work to serve individuals and 
the community through law enforcement, policy, practice and 
improvement. Australia's border protection, Federal Police, our 
prison and court systems will all be investigated and explored. 
You’ll also learn about the uses of technology in crime, crime theories and investigation, human 
rights, and global crime. The criminal justice system continues to evolve through the work 
of criminologists and law enforcement professionals as we search for ways to better serve victims, 
witnesses, society and even suspects and convicted criminals. 

 

Law & Order 
‘The rule of law is the basis for any democracy. And without the rule of law 
in democracy, you have chaos.’ - Meles Zenawi 
The law plays a significant role in all aspects of our lives, from our 
relationships with each other, to the way in which our system of 
government operates. Understanding the way that people shape law and 

how law shapes people is the key objective of our unit. You will learn how Australia’s legal system 
aims to provide justice, including through the rule of law, presumption of innocence, burden of 

proof, the right to a fair trial and the right to legal representation. You will compare how laws are 
made in Australia, including through parliament (statutory law) and courts (common law), and 
explain different types of laws, including executive law (delegated law), criminal law, civil law and 
the place of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander customary law. A range of current and historical 
legal case studies are also analysed and reviewed.  

 

20th Century & Australian History 
The 20th century: dominated by a chain of events that signalled 
momentous changes in world history and redefined the era. From the flu 
pandemic, World War I and World War II, nuclear power and space 
exploration to the birth of the Digital Revolution. The century saw a major 
transformation in the way that many people lived, with changes in politics, 
economics, society, culture, science, technology, and medicine. It can be 
argued that the 20th century has seen more technological and scientific 
advancement than all the other centuries combined since the dawn of 
civilization.  

Australia’s History: the landing of the First Fleet, the establishment of penal colonies, the Gold Rush, 
colonisation and federation. Our involvement in the Vietnam, First and Second World War. And the 
profound impact of our history on Indigenous Australians.  
This complex and intriguing unit of study will cover all this and more… 

 

Medieval History 
The Black Death, The Crusades and The Rise of Islam. 
Emperors, Knights and Kings. War, famine and plague. The 
Middle Ages had it all, from the fall of the Roman Empire to 
the beginning of the Early modern Europe. History at it’s 
most fascinating.  
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Ancient Civilisations 
The Incas prayed to the Sun God Inti. Egyptians worshipped Horus 
(half falcon- half God) and Anubis (half jackal- half God). And 
Ancient Indians believed in Brahma, the four-headed God of 

Creation and Vishnu, the four-armed Supreme Being.  
The Greeks created the ancient Olympics. The Mayans and Aztecs 
built pyramids larger than those in Egypt. And the Ancient Chinese 
produced the oldest culture in the world.  
The Egyptians mummified their Pharaohs. The Incas sacrificed their children in hopes of a better, 
happier life. And the Ancient Romans used slaves and condemned prisoners as gladiators, fighting 
to the death.   
In this unit, you will learn about some of the most advanced ancient civilizations of all time and take 
a trip to see the remains of these forgotten worlds. 

 

The History of Me 
Have you ever questioned your background? Your heritage? Your 
culture?  

Genealogy, also known as family history, is the study of families and 
the tracing of their ancestries and history. If you have the desire to 
not only track your family, but your religion, ethnicity and people, 

then this is the subject for you. You will have the opportunity to 
create a family tree, photo stories, detailed maps and interviews 

allowing you to truly connect with your past. 

 

Geography & Sustainability 

Geography is the study of people and place. Why do people live where 
they live? How do people influence the environment around them, and 
each other? How can we live more sustainably to protect ourselves, 
wildlife and earth, water and air?  
This course will be a mixture of learning geography skills (such as 
orienteering and environmental surveying), as well as developing a study 
project of your choosing. There will also be one excursion per term (at an additional cost). 

 

Cooking Around the World 
Students will work safely and hygienically with a range of kitchen tools 
and appliances, demonstrating various cooking processes while preparing 
multicultural dishes. Students may have the opportunity to be represented 
in the college calendar for 2020. Students will lead lessons through 
presentations, linking foods to countries and exploring the social and 
environmental impacts within a country through research. Students will 
describe observations and analyse characteristics of their own cultural 

identities and those of others. Students will learn to recognise 
commonalities, acknowledging differences between their lives and 

seeking to understand and engage in critical reflection about differences.  

 

Kitchen Master Chef 

Turn yourself into a culinary master chef! Students will be put through the 
challenging paces with various food mystery boxes, food pressure tests, 
head to head competitions, teams versus teams, whilst creating delicious 
dishes. Students will learn valuable cooking techniques and food 
preparation skills. Students will develop practical expertise in preparing and 
presenting food that will enable them to select and use appropriate 
ingredients, methods and equipment. This course provides for the 
development of relevant and meaningful learning experiences, inclusive of 
life experiences, values, learning styles and individual student characteristics. Let’s start cooking!   
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Bakery Delights 
Students will explore and experience the delights from a 
bakery. They will learn skills while working with yeast and 
doughs making a variety of breads, danishes, cookies and 

pastries. They will design and develop skills and techniques 
in decorating whole cakes, cupcakes, desserts and slices. 
They will develop skills in kitchen hygiene and safety along 
with food storage and safety. Students will have a clear 

understanding of working as a baker. They will become familiar with ingredients, measuring, and 
checking quality of ingredients. They will use decorating equipment, use time and speed controls 
for mixers, blending machines and ovens.   

 

Design Your Own Food  
During this subject students will expand their knowledge of food 
properties, preparation, cooking processes and nutritional 
information. They will develop their understanding of the importance 
of hygiene and safety in the kitchen. Students will apply food 
preparation techniques using critical thinking and problem solving 
skills to design their own food products to suit specific design briefs. 
During this process, they will develop independent and cooperative 

learning skills. Students will explore varies cooking processes including steaming, grilling, baking, 
poaching, roasting, baking, deep frying and shallow frying.  

 

Technology & Mechanics (Metalwork) 
Technology & Mechanics extends its “Design, Make, Appraise” via a workshop 

situation. Students continue to practice the construction process using metal 
and plastics as the main materials and will also complete some design work. 
Specific time is set aside to cover theory related topics. Safety and the correct 
use of the various equipment is an important aspect to this subject. Related 
theory work is also covered in relation to different types of metals, car 
mechanics and how it all works. By means of creating electronic circuitry, 
students will bring their small projects to life.  

 

DIY and building maintenance (Interior & Exterior design) 
In Building maintenance you will develop an understanding of working in 
practical setting through the design process. You will adapt new practical 
skills while improving our school environment. Students will be given the 
task to improve areas of the school, fixing, painting and overall 
enhancements of the schools aesthetics. You will be responsible in 
maintaining a class budget and source different materials and equipment. 
You will learn invaluable DIY skills while putting your creative flare in 

interior/exterior design to the test.  

 

Wood Working masterclass 
If you are looking to further develop your wood working skills and participate in 
real practical experiences then this subject is for you! Students will explore safety 

practices and how to pre-empt a hazard. Students will broaden their knowledge 
and understanding of wood properties, by means of processing new and unique 
projects. Students will be encourages to develop their practical skills while using a 
wide range of machines within our schools workshop. Unique designed projects 
will carter for each individual students’ needs and requirements. They will learn 
about different joining methods and finishing processes such as; wood carving. 
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Gardening & Horticulture 
Students participating in the Gardening & Horticulture subject will gain 
an experience in the principles of Design, varying gardening processes 
and working with different equipment. The students will have an 

understanding of the logical sequencing and all major stages of 
designing within the garden. They will work safely with a range of 
gardening tools and equipment within the school gardens. The main 
focus of the subject is to enhance the student’s knowledge and 
understanding of key element in Gardening & Horticulture through 
theory, practical skills and excursions to local gardens.  

 

Multimedia – Camera Crew 
In this class, students will have the opportunity to work in studio and 
on location situations.  Students will be learning to use different 
technologies, including cameras, microphones, lighting, sound, editing 
and streaming software to create collaborative and self-driven projects. 
They will create and maintain a BPC Studio web page in which they will 
showcase their work and journal special events around the college as 
they are happening. 

 

Furniture Upcycling and Restoration 
This semester in Upcycling and Restoration, students will develop 
their knowledge and understanding of upcycling furniture through 
the design process. Restoration can be as simple as light cleaning to 
removing disfiguring dirt or grime, or it may include near complete 

rebuilding or replacement, as might be the case with old furniture. 
As a class we will give old donated furniture a new lease in life. We 
will learn many different finishing techniques to give our upcycled 
furniture the rustic look it deserves. 

 

Consolidating Italian 
That’s Amore (This is love)! 
This course is an exciting blend of drama, film-making and the Italian language. 
You will produce your own short film, by writing a script, rehearsing, dressing-up, 
filming and editing. You will make use of the green-screen and high quality 
cameras to put yourselves in front of a variety of scenes. You will also learn to use 
advanced editing software. 
Many skills, and lots of fun! 

 

Languages 
Baden Powell College is inviting interested students to apply to 
study a language of their choice with the Victorian School of 
Languages.  Languages available include Chinese (Mandarin), 
French, German, Greek, Indonesian, Japanese, Latin and Spanish.  
Students require a school device from the first day of school and will 
be timetabled 210 minutes per week to enrol as a Distance Education student.  For further 

information, please visit the VSL’s website or see Nick Keating. 

 

Health & Beauty  
This course is an introduction to health and wellbeing. You will learn 
about skin care, facials, nails, make-up, manicures and pedicures. Not 

only will you learn the skills involved in these procedures, but also the 
science involved in creating and using cosmetics. This is a perfect 
opportunity for those who have an interest in beauty and wellbeing, 
or those who would like to pursue a career in this industry. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Furniture
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Coding 

Do you enjoy playing computer games? Have you ever thought 
about creating your own? Do you want to learn how to write 
instructions that computers can understand? Coding is an 
opportunity for you to learn how to speak to your computer and 
get it to do things that most people can’t!  In coding, you will learn 
the basic skills needed to instruct objects to move and create games 
and animations.  

 

Ten Steps to Becoming an Adult 
You may not believe this, but you WILL use maths and English every 
day of your adult life. In this subject you will learn some of the basic 
skills required to successfully transition from student to an adult.  The 
basic needs of an adult include employment, food, shelter, 
communication and transportation. In this unit you will learn about 
taxes, bank accounts, resumes, applications, groceries, budgets, forms, 
conflict/resolution, interview techniques and more.  

 

Interact 
If you are interested in working with innovative and passionate students 
and adults who want to make a positive difference here at Baden Powell 
College, in the Wyndham community and at an international level then 
Interact enables you to achieve such a goal. Interact is a Rotary 

International sponsored leadership program that enables students to hone 
skills in project management, team and relationship building, as innovative 
ideas are translated into actions that change the lives of others as well as 
your own life. Members select a committee, either school, community or 
international and collectively generate ideas for projects to implement. Past members of Interact 
have secured high level leadership positions in other schools and have developed connections with 
adult mentors and role models that have enhanced future education and work opportunities. 
Members of Interact should feel satisfied that support given to children through literacy support, 
food for the homeless, medical and school supplies to remote villages in Cambodia really make a 
difference. As a recognition of the achievements members of Interact receive personal certificates 

and collective acknowledgement at both Rotary District level and international level. So if you are 
looking for real world, real life opportunities to show powerful leadership Interact is for you!  

 

Community Projects 
There are many possibilities for you to improve our Y7-9 community and 
develop skills and help others around the school. 

Projects could include: working with younger children, writing the student 
bulletin and newsletter, editing the school website and social media 
accounts, being a PE Assistant, landscaping and grounds or indoor 
maintenance. We are also open to your ideas!  

 

Café 
This is a new subject for the 2019 school year, providing a mix of two 
learning areas – food technology and business management.  The 
College is looking for ten to twenty students to unite and run a Café 
Business on the school grounds each morning.  Students who apply 
should be comfortable with early starts in the morning.  A majority of 
the work in this subject is hands-on learning, with a minor theoretical 
component.  

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAxMrz5_fdAhXbZt4KHaPXC9sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.stpaulscollege.nsw.edu.au/index.php/news/college-news/99-general/265-rotary-debating&psig=AOvVaw03kvcmecIzN5rqu9CFr8D1&ust=1539121327288814
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiMt4WF6vfdAhUMUt4KHZLfCtIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://mona.net.au/eat-drink/museum-cafe&psig=AOvVaw0ZovI0mUy_ZosH_yJJp2HA&ust=1539121901589814
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Time to Travel 
“The most beautiful place in the world is, of course, the world itself.” 
– Wallace Stevens  
 

Traveling around the world brings incredible experiences. Everyone 
enjoys traveling because there is no right way to travel. There are 
those afraid of adventure and those that welcome it. There are 
travellers right in between, young and old, experienced and 
inexperienced. 
 

In this subject, you will be more than just a travel agent. You will be a potential traveller. You will 
have the opportunity to create itineraries, investigate accommodation and flights, work with 
budgets and communicate with travel agents. To travel you will need to know about the different 
time zones, timetabling, costs and currency. You will examine the geography of a country, 
languages spoken and must see attractions. You will explore festivals, religions, food, history and 

most importantly, people throughout the world. If you see your passport as being one of your most 
valuable things, then this is definitely the subject for you.   

 

Excellence in English 
 

Year 8 Prerequisite 1: Year 7 Discussion Essay and Myth/Legend Narrative- at least 80% of the 
assessment outcomes achieved  
Year 8 Prerequisite 2: Recommendation from year 7 English teacher (including behaviour and 
motivation) and Year 7 Semester 2 English Progression Point 8.0 or above 
Year 8 Prerequisite 3: Completion of the Application Form. 
 
Year 9 Prerequisite 1: Horror Narrative and No Safe Place Short Answer Responses- at least 80% of 
the assessment outcomes achieved 
Year 9 Prerequisite 2: Year 8 Semester 2 English Progression Point 8.5 or above 
Year 9 Prerequisite 3: Completion of the Application Form. 
 

This Excellence in English Program has been designed for students with advanced skills in reading, 
writing and speaking and listening as well as those with an appreciation and enjoyment of the 
English language in all of its variations. Working amongst a group of highly motivated and capable 
learners, students will be exposed to a rigorous teaching and learning program that will support 
them to engage imaginatively and critically with literature to expand the scope of their experiences 
and extend their existing skillset.  

 

Excellence in Maths 
 
Prerequisite 1: Minimum Overall Learning Level of 7.50 on Maths Pathways. 
Prerequisite 2: Completion of the Application Form. 
 
This is a class for people who want to gain a deeper understanding of mathematics.  The classes will 
focus on problem solving skills and long-term mathematical projects which will give you a greater 
understanding and appreciation of maths.  This class will replace your Core Maths.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Baden Powell College – Subject Choice Information 
Page 19 

Excellence in Science 
 
Year 8 Prerequisite 1: All Year 7 Core Science CATs scored at over 80%.  
Year 8 Prerequisite 2: Semester 1 & 2 Core Science exams scoring over 70%. 

Year 8 Prerequisite 3: Completion of an Application Form. 
 
Year 9 Prerequisite 1: All Year 8 Core Science CATs scored at over 80%.  
Year 9 Prerequisite 2: Semester 1 & 2 Core Science exams scoring over 70%.  

 
This course will allow students with a strong scientific capability to study topics outside of the 
Victorian Curriculum. You will have free choice in the topic areas you study and will be able to 
direct your own learning. You can develop experimental investigations and design and create new 
products. Your teacher will provide opportunities to develop the skills needed to study science at 
VCE and beyond, and to embark on a science-based career. These skills include scientific inquiry, 
comprehension of scientific texts, communicating scientific ideas in writing and graphically and 
understanding the ethical considerations of scientific developments.  

 

Excellence in Basketball 
 
Prerequisite 1:  Basketball (consolidating class) has been undertaken. 
Prerequisite 2: Completion of an Application Form. 

 
Having completed Basketball 1.0 you now know what it takes to be a professional basketballer, 
now it’s time to become one! Building on your understanding of the basics, Excellence in Basketball 
will bring you high-level tactics, intense fitness regimes and a competitive element you have not 
had before.  
If you are ready to push yourself to the limits and channel your inner ‘Lebron’ Basketball 2.0 is the 
one for you! 

 

Excellence in Self Defence 
 
Prerequisite 1: Self Defence (consolidating class) has been undertaken. 
Prerequisite 2: Completion of an Application Form. 
 
If you liked the Self Defence elective and want to learn more techniques and skills, you should apply 
for this subject. This unit will continue your journey into using martial arts to protect yourself and 
enrich your life. Get ready to go to the next level with more punches, kicks and sweat. 

 

Excellence in Nets & Racquets 
 
Prerequisite 1: Nets & Racquets (consolidating class) has been undertaken. 
Prerequisite 2: Completion of an Application Form. 

 
Being exposed to net sports has opened your eyes, now it’s time to perform! Whether your passion 
lies in Tennis, Badminton, Volleyball or Table Tennis, Excellence in Nets & Racquets will refine your 
skills and knowledge.  
Working in a team, playing individually or a little bit of both, Excellence in Nets and Racquets will let 
you develop into an all round star! 
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Excellence in Netball 
 
Prerequisite 1: Netball (consolidating class) has been undertaken. 
Prerequisite 2: Completion of an Application Form. 

 
The Netball elective has been and gone, you built your foundations of in one of the quickest and 
high impact sports in the world, now do you have what it takes to become a bona-fide Netball star? 
Developing your tactics, refining your skills, working together as a team and taking charge of the 
game will see this happen. Whether you want to be a coach, player or official, Excellence in Netball 
will have you covered.  

 

Excellence in Visual Arts 
 
Prerequisite 1: Either Photography or Design have been undertaken. 
Prerequisite 2: Completion of an Application Form. 

 
Excellence in Visual Arts provides the logical next step for students who wish to pursue their artistic 
talents.  Students who have completed Photography or Design and thoroughly enjoyed the 
courses should apply for this subject.  Students will be exposed to more complex artistic techniques 
and be challenged to develop and mature their abilities in this area. 

 

Excellence in Performance 
 
Prerequisite 1: Either Dance, Drama & Stage or Music Industry has been undertaken. 
Prerequisite 2: Completion of an Application Form. 
 

This class will be for students who are talented and love to be on stage representing the school in 
community school events and others. It would be for people that are either passionate about: 
dancing (any style) instrument playing, singing and comedy. There would be many occasions to 
perform including assemblies, Soiree’ and school concert. You would be expected to perform a few 
times a semester as part of your subject. 

 

Excellence in Food Technology 
 
Prerequisite: Either Kitchen Master Chef or Cooking Up Cultures were undertaken and all design 
briefs were completed with a 50% or higher mark. 

 
Students will be exposed to the Hospitality Cooking industry and requirements to be an Apprentice 
Chef or to work part time in a food retail position. Students will learn some fundamental skills and 
knowledge required in professional cookery and kitchen management. Students will participate in 
environmental sustainable work practices, plan and cost basic menus, prepare food to specific 
dietary requirements, and work effectively with others while coordinating cooking operations. They 
will have the experience of visiting a Commercial Cookery Training facility. 
 

 

Excellence in Wood Technology 
 

Prerequisite: Either DIY & Upcycling or Woodworking Masterclass must have been undertaken and 
all design briefs must be completed with a 50% of higher mark. 
 
Specialist in Wood Technology will enhance students understanding of Wood working. Students will 
be introduced to carpentry, building, formwork and cabinet making as a profession. Students will 
begin to look at more complex processing methods, learn fundamental skills which they can adapt 
and use for a variety of DIY tasks. Students will understand the importance of effective planning, 
budget and order various materials. They will work effectively with others while coordinating small 
group and individual projects. They will experience the potential that carpentry has to offer by means 
of an excursion. 

 


